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Hi Everyone,

We feed the birds in our backyard every 
winter. We get visits from blue jays, 
cardinals, finches, squirrels and pigeons. 
But mostly sparrows visit our back yard. 
At times there are over 150 sparrows in 
our backyard. When they take flight as 
a group you can feel the energy of their 
collective wings. There’s a big drama 
unfolding in our backyard. A raptor is now 
visiting as well. I wasn’t sure what type it 
was so I looked it up in my Audubon bird 
book. It’s an American kestrel or sparrow 
hawk. The sparrow hawk has adapted to 
life in the big city because its major food 
source is sparrows. I am in awe of this 
whole process. We feed the sparrows. 

The sparrows are food for the sparrow 
hawk. Mother Nature at work.

Debt is a lot like the sparrows and the 
sparrow hawk. If you have a little debt that’s 
probably okay, particularly if you can control 
it. It’s like a few sparrows in the backyard. 
But if you start piling up too much debt it 
can cause a problem and one bad event 
in your life can cause the financial sparrow 
hawk to swoop down on you. 

In the spring we stop feeding the birds 
as we prepare to sow our summer crops. 
(Sweet potatoes, kale, greens, and corn 
this year.) The sparrows and the sparrow 
hawk leave us until next winter. That’s 

another thing that makes sparrows and 
debt so much alike. If you keep feeding 
debt, just like sparrows they’ll stick around 
and maybe someday the sparrow hawk 
will attack you. Bad things happen to 
good people. That’s part of life and we 
understand that here at the credit union. 
If the financial sparrow hawk has attacked 
you we may be able to help you get your 
life back in order. Please tell us your story.

Till Next Time,

Evan Clark
President and CeO

eclark@docfcu.org  |  202.808.3633 
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Vehicle loans!
buy/refi
new/used

Existing DOCFCU vehicle loans are not eligible for refinancing, only loans from other lenders.

Great as a “Gift Card”

great, low rates  •  no cash advance fees  •  no annual fees  •  no balance transfer fees 

it’s free to check out our great rates & 
better terms — you could be saving big!

mortgages&home equity

DOCFCU mortgage loans are nOt eligible for refinancing, only loans from other lenders. no investment properties.
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first mortgages - our competitive fixed or adjustable rates and flexible terms 
can help save you monthly and over the life of your mortgage.

mortgage refinancing - paying too much elsewhere  — consider 
refinancing with us at rates and terms to fit your needs and to help you pay off your home 
faster and own it sooner. 

home equity loans & lines of credit - we can help you choose 
which is best. a low, fixed-rate loan you pay over time or a line of credit you can tap into 
over and over, as your borrowing needs change. 

save time, apply online – docfcu.org, or call our mortgage 
department direct at 202.808.3628 and speak with a specialist to get started.

goodbye
clutter.

go green with  
            eco–friendly
e-statements
sign-up now - click

save
     apply online
great, low rates 
& flexible terms. big!big!

share savings 
CertiFiCates 
great yields with terms up 
to 84 months 
open with $25,000 or more & 
earn an additional 0.10% apy*
reward members can earn 
bonus dividends up to 
0.25% apy* more
easily open now, online
*APY = Annual Percentage Yield

have a checking account elsewhere? 
click here to “Compare CHECKING” 
to ours online, switch and save now.

Compare
our Free 
CheCking

deposit checks fast. learn  
more or try it today - visit 

docfcu.org/mobilebanking.html

Deposit.
tap. snap.

Pay off your credit 
cards faster. 
consolidate all of your credit 
cards into one credit line with the 
DOCFCU VISA Credit Card. you’ll 
pay no balance transfer fees, while 
lowering your monthly payments 
and reducing interest rates – giving 
you the opportunity to save money 
while paying off your debts faster! balance transfer fees

zero zero
docfcu visa credit card

prepaiD
reloaDable
visa® CarD

LESS FEES. get 
convenience without the 
worry of overdraft fees, 
finance charges or late fees

LESS RISK. insured against 
loss or theft
great for students or travel  

LESS HASSLE. budgeting 
tool - reload to the exact 
amount you want to spend

CONtACt US to get or 
give a prepaid, reloadable 
coopera Visa card today

learn more, get yours
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